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" I say it will be better for the peasants
themselves that Alkmaar should be saved
even thus "

" Even if they all starve/' snarled Corn-
put

" Cordteu f Can you not see this goes
further than Alkmaar ? Let Alva once feel
that he cannot win, and it is better than the
Empire at your back f "

" That is true/' said Sonoy

" What use in driving Alva back if we
ruin the land to do it ? " cned Cornput.

"You like being beaten, it seems/'
grunted Gaspar

" This has gone far enough, gentlemen/*
said Sonoy. "The question is, has the
time come to carry out the orders of the
Prince ? "

"We have heard the letter from Alk-
maar/' said I. " What need of more ? "

"Ach, none/' grunted Gaspar

" It must be done/' quoth St  Trond

" And you, Colonel van Cornput ? " said
Sgnoy.

" You are all agreed, it seems I think
it folly, but I shall not oppose it"